S8PA Policies & Guidelines Handbook
2017-2018 SUMMER & FALL/SPRING SEASONS
WWW.STUDIO8PERFORMINGARTS.COM | (843) 650-S8PA | STUDIO8PERFORMINGARTS@GMAIL.COM |
10799 SC HWY 707, UNIT 18, MURRELLS INLET, SC 29576

REGISTRATION DATES: Monday, July 31st, 5:00pm – 8:00pm
Monday, August 1st, 5:00pm-8:00pm
Wednesday, August 2nd, 11:00am-4:00pm
• I understand that STUDIO 8 does allow make up classes, however they are limited to two per semester, during the Main
Season and 1 during our Summer Dance Program. We do not make up classes for Horry County School Holiday closings and
no refunds or credits will be issued. Make-up classes are only for sickness, death in family. STUDIO 8 Main Season is ongoing
from August to June while Summer Season is ongoing from June to August for a 5-week session summer of 2017. To attend
a make-up class I must contact the studio at least a day in advance between 12pm and 2:30pm to schedule a makeup class.
• I understand that some classes fill up and that makeup classes are subject to availability and NOT GUARANTEED.
• I understand that S8PA has a NON-REFUNDABLE. NO CREDIT and NON-TRANSFERRABLE policy for any missed classes or
any monies paid throughout the season/s I am enrolled with their program.
• I understand that S8PA Dance Staff will communicate with me throughout the season and year via email, text messaging,
through the Facebook STUDIO 8 Parent/Student Group as well as take home flyers on certain occasions. I understand it is
my responsibility to read them so that I am aware of billing cycles, dance recitals, or outside performances, enrollment for
the following cycle, any attire or footwear my child may need; or any other important information that being a parent at
STUDIO 8 requires me to be informed of.
• I understand that STUDIO 8 will only be sending home paperwork or through email that is important and specific to
myself or my child’s needs. I understand that it is my responsibility to check my email and text messages regularly. STUDIO
8 schedule and policies are subject to change.
• I understand that STUDIO 8 is not responsible for the injuries or accidents in the parking lot. It is my responsibility to be
careful backing out, and pulling in the lot; and exercise extreme caution as children and pedestrians are always walking toand-from class.
• I understand it is my responsibility to be on-time. Please make sure your child has on the proper dance attire and shoes
are on and ready to go. If you have a little one, please make sure your child has gone to the bathroom before class begins.
We understand between the unpredictability of traffic, and general parenting that being on time is not always possible, so
please note, we would love to see your child in class regardless of how late you may be running that day. If you are running
late to pick up your child please do not panic; we’ll wait until you arrive for pick up. However, AFTER THIRTY MINUTES you
will be charged $20. If another class is in progress we may ask your child to join. Please call the office and let them know
that you or your child will be late for class or late for pick up. (843) 650-S8PA 7872
• I understand that my child’s hair MUST be in either a ponytail or a bun to participate in class. If hair is too short to pull up,
it must be out of face with either a Barrett or bobby pin.
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• I understand that my child can wear any color leotards, tights, dance pants, uni-tards, dance skirts for girls, black briefs
and or dance shorts for boys, and proper dance shoes for each class excluding ballet. No loose-fitting clothes such as tshirts, street clothes, sweats or any other clothing that we cannot see your body movements properly.
• For Ballet classes only; I understand that myself or child must wear Black, White or Pink Leotards, black or pink tights,
ballet or pointe shoes and hair must be in a bun and out of face.
• NO STREET SHOES ALLOWED ON DANCE FLOOR! There are no street shoes allowed in the studios, including parents’ street
shoes. Please do not stand in the doorway if you have street shoes on, dirt will be tracked throughout the studio.
• I understand that there is no food or beverages allowed in the dance studio except for water bottles. Your dancer may
bring in a water bottle of their choice during classes. No colored drinks allowed in studio.
• I understand that STUDIO 8 is not responsible for lost or stolen valuables. If your item has been misplaced please check
our Lost and Found tub located in the studio. Items must be claimed in person.
• I understand that I am not allowed in the dance room at any time as this is a huge distraction not only to the students but
to the teachers as well.

C

LASSES AND TUITION
Thank you for enrolling with STUDIO 8. We appreciate your vote of confidence in our exciting and fun-filled
studio. We also personally assure you that we will devote all our time and energy toward ensuring that our
students have a joyful and rewarding experience here at Studio 8 performing arts.

We want to explain our policies regarding classes and tuition, so that you will clearly understand both these policies and
the reasons for them...
STUDIO 8 is a recreational & competitive dance school where you, your child or children will participate on a weekly basis
to develop their talents, explore their acting and improve their overall fitness. In our view, these goals can be reasonably
achieved only in a program that encompasses multiple-class lessons. By attending multiple classes, you, your child or
children will learn, improve upon and combine new skills and routines.
You will certainly understand that, if a child attends a single class filled with other children who have been already working
on a specific routine for several weeks, the new child is likely to feel frustrated and perhaps even overwhelmed. Generating
such negative feelings runs counter to the mission of STUDIO 8. This year we are allowing dancers to make up a missed
class in another class of similar level. However, it is important to note what we are saying and prepare your child for entering
a class different from the one they are attending week to week.
Conversely, asking children who have been practicing a routine repeatedly to start over to accommodate a new arrival
would likely undercut the progress that those children have already made and turn the lesson into a demoralizing
experience for them, again something that STUDIO 8 is committed to avoiding. So, again, for this year please consider these
important facts and simply prepare your child as I will do my job to prepare the children in class that someone is making up
and we must make them feel welcome and comfortable. If we all work together on this I am hopeful we can allow makeup
classes.
In addition, for STUDIO 8 to secure the services of top-quality teachers who will also commit themselves to teaching classes
several months in advance, and who in turn will make themselves available for the hours that best suit your demanding
schedules and the needs of your children, we must conduct our multiple-class approach on a tuition-payment basis.
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Under this policy, parents are required to pay the tuition for their children’s instruction
on a 9 to 10-month basis, in advance. There are three ways you can do this…

Submit 10 post-dated
checks. Checks will be
deposited during the first
week of each month.

Auto Draft from your
Parent Portal. Drafts will
be deducted the first
week of each month.

You must also have a
valid credit card on file.

We take VISA, MC, AMEX
& PayPal.

You must have a valid
credit card and or
checks on file in order to
pay cash monthly. Office
must be notified no later
than a week prior to the
first week of each month
so your credit card and
or check will not be
withdrawn nor deposited.

➢ Pay for the entire year in full and receive a 5% discount. This payment is due no later than August 31st to receive
discount.
➢ When submitting payment to Lisa other than by credit card, you MUST put in a solid white envelope with your
dancer’s name/s on the outside and what the payment is for or we cannot take your payment. Please give to office
attendant or drop in Money Drop Box located on the wall in lobby of studio.
➢ Regardless of how you pay, you will need to keep an active credit card on file.

P

AYMENT TERMS

Prices are based on a four-week month. Those months consisting of five weeks are included in the series price.
There will be no make-up lessons given for National Holidays as we do close when all Horry County Schools
close for Holidays and Weather, etc. December is considered a FULL month as there are 2 months in the following year
that have 5 weeks in them to make up for any Holiday closings through the month.
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All payments are due on the 1st of each month. Any payment not received by the 5th of the month will be assessed a late
charge of $30.00 plus a $1.00 per day until account has been caught up. Anyone a month late or more on your monthly
payments will not be able to attend dance class until bill is paid in full.
There is a NO REFUND & NO CREDIT Policy on ANY payments made and any payments made are NON-transferrable to
another student.
There is a 4.75% convenience fee added onto each credit card transaction.
Any returned checks will be charged $50.00.

C

lass Absences

We do hope, though, that you will help us achieve our goal of providing a positive and constructive environment
for you or your child/children by striving to avoid having your child miss any classes or at least minimizing the
number of times your child misses class.
If you/your child misses a class for any reason, including illness, you will not receive any refund of tuition previously paid or
any credit against tuition that may be outstanding at the time of the absence.

S

tudent & Parent Information
BRING A FRIEND TO CLASS WEEK: Each fall we have a week at the dance studio where dancers can invite their

friends to attend class with them. This year it will be held Monday, September 11th through Friday, September
15th. Reminder via FB parent portal and email.
If STUDIO 8’s students friend signs up for dance class/es that month for the 2017-2018 Season… You will receive $5.00 off
your tuition for the month of October. If you have more than 1 new friend signing up in the month of October, you will
receive $5.00 off for every person that signs up with STUDIO 8. Work on getting FREE tuition for October!

STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS:

Dancers who are in the 6th grade and up and are interested in being a student
demonstrator should contact Ms. Lisa by September 1st. Being a demonstrator consists of volunteering for one class or
more per week for the entire dance season and properly demonstrating the dance exercises and combinations for younger
students. Demonstrators need to love working with kids, have a positive outlook, outgoing, willing to take direction and
dress properly with dance attire and shoes for each class as these kids are young role models for our little’s. This is an
excellent opportunity for any dancer who is thinking about becoming a school teacher, dancer or dance teacher. You will
be notified by September 15th if we have a class that you are eligible to demonstrate for. Please let us know what day/time
would work best for your dancer to become a Studio 8 Student Teacher.

CANCELLATION POLICY: If, for any reason, you or your child stops attending their lessons before the end of the season,
you will not receive a refund. You are not obligated to pay for any months after that, should you or your child not return.
The studio needs a ONE week notice BEFORE THE 1st OF THE MONTH of any class cancellations or you will be charged for
the following month and no refunds will be given. No refunds on any monies paid for costumes and or uniforms.
If you have stopped coming and want to re-register for any classes, you will be charged a reinstatement fee of $30.00 per
single student and $40.00 for 2 or more students enrolling in the same semester. If you owe any monies, you will need to
pay in full before your account can be activated.
If you have paid in full for the entire season, there are no refunds and monies cannot be transferred over to another student.
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LEAVE OR DISMISSED FROM STUDIO 8: If for any reason you are asked to leave our program at any time during the
season or you leave by choice, you will not receive any refunds on any monies paid thus far. If you have paid in full for
costumes, dance attire, etc. for any upcoming show/s or any past and future performances, you will be sent those costumes
via postal mail service as soon as they have arrived at the studio if your account is paid in full and up to date. No refunds
will be given.
If you have left our studio for any reason and we hear that you have been talking negatively about the owner, our teachers,
the studio itself and their policies to anyone outside the studio business, we will contact our Studio 8 attorney to send you
a Cease & Desist letter. If it continues, we will have no other choice but to take further action.
If you have left our studio for any reason and have left with an unpaid balance, you will be sent a certified letter for payment
due. If the account still has not been paid in full on the date specified in letter we will have no choice but to turn your
account over to collections as well as make a claim through small claims court.

DRAMA FREE STUDIO: We do not tolerate negativity nor drama in our school from the dancers nor their parents. We
promote a happy and fun place for not only children of all ages as well as all parents to come into and enjoy. Please leave
the negativity and drama at home.
If we hear that you or anyone in your family have been talking negatively about the owner, our teachers, the studio itself
and their policies to anyone inside or outside the studio business, you will be removed from our program/studio. You will
receive no refunds on any monies paid and you will not be allowed to return.

MAKE-UP CLASSES: If you or your child misses a class due to illness or other conflict, you may participate in another similar
class at another time/day. If you would like to do a make-up, please contact Ms. Lisa to discuss which class would be best
for you to attend. Please remember only 2 make-up classes allowed per 1/2 Season. Seasons for Fall run from
August/September through December the first half and January through June the second half.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE FOR STUDENTS: Students should wait in the lobby until the teacher has dismissed the previous
class. Young dancers should not be in the lobby without a parent present nor studio without a teacher present. This is for
the safety of our dancers. We cannot be responsible for watching your child if you are not here and your child is not in class.
There are no street shoes allowed in the studio. Street shoes can have dirt, oil, salt and other nasty things on them that
can damage the dance floor as well as make it too dirty to perform or learn on.

IMPORTANT NEWS: Please do not show up to class before your scheduled class time, we do not allow parents to let their
children play in the dance room without supervision of a teacher for safety reasons. Myself and teachers will not watch
your child if you are early as that is our time to set up classroom and get ready for teaching. A great time to come to class
is no more than 15 minutes before class begins. Great time to stretch while waiting.
If you are early, please sit in lobby area until your class is ready to go. A teacher will come out and let you know when class
is ready to begin.

COSTUME DEPOSITS & INFO: A costume deposit is due the first week of October per student per each class except for
Yoga. Costumes will not be ordered for your child until PIF. If your costume balance has not been PIF by the time we place
orders, it will be very difficult for us to order extras without penalties such as additional shipping and processing fees. In
some cases, we may not be able to add onto an order later, so please pay your balance on or before the deadline to ensure
you or your child will receive a costume/s and will be able to perform in the upcoming performance.
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We try and keep costume costs to a minimal but there are times when there might need to be an exception. The remaining
balance must be paid before the costume is ordered. There are no refunds for any monies paid on costumes. All accounts
must be up to date before you can receive any costumes.

1 costume: $25, 2 costumes: $30, 3 costumes: $35, 4 costumes $40, 5 or more costumes: $50
PHOTOGRAPHY: Each spring/summer, when all the students have received their costumes, we arrange for a photographer
to take class and individual pictures. All students are encouraged to participate in their class photo. Day and times for
photos will be announced later. Photo time is usually very busy and we advise you to make other arrangements for your
children who are not having their photo taken.

2017-2018 RECITAL: 2017-2018 performance has not yet been announced. It usually takes place between the first two
weekends in June so please do not plan any vacations around those dates. All dancers must attend dress rehearsal in order
to perform in the recital the next day.
If you are interested in helping backstage for the show, please let Ms. Lisa know by email as soon as you can. All volunteers
will receive 1 free admission ticket for themselves. We have a minimum number of parents that we need to volunteer but
we do not have a maximum. We need the most number of parents to help with the smaller children.

RECITAL FEES: The recital fee is $60 per single family dancer, $40 for second family dancer and $20 for each additional
family member/dancer. This is for all children and adults that will be dancing in recital. The recital fee covers: auditorium
rental, custodian fee, sound and tech staff, security during recital, operator fee, program and ticket printing, music licensing,
insurance protection as well as a commemorative recital t-shirt per dancer.
All Recital Fees are due on April 1st in full and will be deducted from your credit card on file unless specified a different
payment through the office before the 1st of the month. If paying by cash or check you need to submit your payment inside
an envelope with your child’s information and what the payment is for on the outside. You may also pay for this fee anytime
of the year or break into 3 payments… you must contact the office to do so. Please ask us about a payment plan if needed.

SUPERVISING YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN IN THE LOBBY: Parents, please keep an eye on your children while
waiting on classes to begin. Children under ten years old should not be left alone unless they are in class. Unattended
children will be given an espresso and a puppy!

USED SHOES AND DANCE ATTIRE: If you have used dance shoes or attire that you would like to donate, we will
either find someone who can use it or we hold on to them and loan them out if someone forgets their shoes, leotard etc.
Please do not leave your personal dance items at the studio. Thank you.
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OBSERVING CLASSES: Parents are sometimes invited in to observe class/es towards the end of the season when the
students are learning their performance routines as practice for the big stage. We don't typically invite parents, friends
and or other family members to view classes as it is a huge distraction to the dancers. We will contact you when we do.

HAIR AND MAKE UP CLASSES AND LIST: The hair and make-up for each recital dance is the icing on the cake. It can
make a class look pulled together and polished. We have a hair and make-up demo each year. During the class, we walk you
through how your child should have their hair and make-up done for each dance. This is also a very fun day for your dancer
to be pampered.

CUT RECITAL MUSIC FOR YOU OR YOUR CHILDS CLASS/ES: In the price of the Recital Fees paid for by each student
or family closer to the time of the recital, we will include a CD with your child's recital music on it during the year for your
dancer to practice to. We will also video tape all baby classes routines and post on the FB parent portal so you can help
your child if applicable with their routine.

SCHOOL AND WEATHER CLOSINGS: If the Horry County School District cancels school or after-school activities, we
will not have lessons. Please call the studio (843) 650-S8PA if you are unsure about whether we will have classes. You may
not receive a cancellation phone call, we will post cancellations on our Facebook Parent/Student Group page and or via
email.

AWARDS AT THE END OF A FALL SEASON: During the completion of a FALL/SPRING season… we will award each
dancer with a token of our appreciation and to commend them on doing such a great job during the season for all our
programs.
1. First year to 5 years dancing: Each dancer will receive a medal for their accomplishments and completing a full Fall
season in all our programs except for Yoga.
2. Fifth year: Each dancer will receive a special gift, a large trophy and certificate for their accomplishments and
completing a full Fall season in all our programs except for Yoga.
3. Tenth year: Each dancer will receive a trophy, certificate, a special gift.
4. Fifteen years: Each dancer will receive a trophy, certificate, special gift, free registration as well as 1/2 off their
dance lessons for all following years to come.
All summer season awards will consist of a certificate of completion and accomplishments.

LINK TO FACEBOOK PARENT/STUDENT GROUP: https://www.facebook.com/groups/studio8portal
LINK TO YOUR PARENT PORTAL: https://dancestudio-pro.com/online/studio8performingarts
* This guidebook is subject to change for any updates the studio may have during the season
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PLEASE SIGN AND EMAIL BACK TO STUDIO
This form needs to be signed and emailed or printed and returned to Studio 8 performing arts upon first class.
I understand and agree to the rules and regulations enforced by Studio 8 performing arts Policies and Guidelines.
I understand I must sign that I have read this handbook to its entirety.

STUDENTS NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________
DATE: _______________________________________
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